We asked adults with Asperger Syndrome to judge pictorial stimuli in terms of certain social stereotypes to evaluate to what extent they have access to this type of social knowledge. Sixteen adults with Asperger Syndrome and 24 controls, matched for age and intelligence, were presented with sets of faces, bodies and objects, which had to be rated on a 7-point scale in terms of trustworthiness, attractiveness, social status, and age, or, in the case of objects, price. Despite impaired performance on two important aspects of social cognition (second-order mentalizing and face recognition) the social judgements of the individuals with Asperger Syndrome were just as competent and consistent as those of their matched controls, with only one exception: there was a trend for them to be less able to judge the attractiveness of faces if they were the same sex. We explain this difference in terms of a weakness in mentalizing, specifically the ability to take a different point of view: While all other stereotypic attributions could be made from an egocentric point of view, judging the attractiveness of faces of one's own sex requires taking the perspective of someone of the opposite sex, a challenge for people with mentalizing problems. We conclude that individuals with Asperger Syndrome show preserved aspects of social knowledge, as revealed in the attribution of stereotypes to pictures of people. These findings suggest that there are dissociable subcomponents to social cognition and that not all of these are compromised in Asperger Syndrome.
Introduction
The social impairments present in autism-spectrum disorders form part of the essential diagnostic criteria used to define such conditions (DSM-IV; American Psychiatric Association, 2000). Asperger Syndrome (AS) is widely acknowledged to be a variant of autistic disorder, without a delay in language and cognitive development. Children with AS are typically diagnosed in later childhood (Macintosh & Dissanayake, 2004) . The later diagnosis may be partially explained by the presence of good language and often outstanding intellectual abilities, which can mask deficiencies in social development and cognitive flexibility (Frith, 2004) .
Among the social impairments documented in AS are mentalizing problems (e.g., Baron-Cohen, Jolliffe, Mortimore, & Robertson, 1997; Baron-Cohen, O'Riordan, Stone, Jones, & Plaisted, 1999; Castelli, Frith, Happé, & Frith, 2002; Happé, 1994; Heavey, Phillips, Baron-Cohen, & Rutter, 2000; Kleinman, Marciano, & Ault, 2001; Rutherford, Baron-Cohen, & Wheelwright, 2002) . However, these impairments typically only involve difficulties with second-order-, but not first-order-, mental state attribution (Baron-Cohen, 1989; Ziatas, Durkin, & Pratt, 1998) .
Face processing is one area of social cognition that has recently received much attention by autism researchers (see Grelotti, Gauthier, & Schultz, 2002 , for a review). 
